

















Fermo lim¬ 
it would have been easy to put one of the many 
victory shots of the dominant Red Bull Teka KTM 
factory here as they clinched both MX1 and MX2 
FIM Motocross World Championships for the se¬ 
cond year in succession, but the series finished 
last weekend at Fermo in Italy and produced an 
excellent battle between debut winner (left) Gautier 
Paulin and Christophe Pourcel. This was the mas¬ 
sive table-top that almost claimed Paulin earlier in 
the day (see the story on the GP and the video on 
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MotoGP 


Back in the hunt... 

Jorge Lorenzo fired back into the MotoGP Cham¬ 
pionship chase with victory at Misano; a track that 
had previously eluded his trail of 37 Grand Prix 
wins. The paddock had flown back for a hot event 
right off the back of Indianapolis and Lorenzo also 
engaged in other activities such as the emotional 
return to Italy for former champion Wayne Rainey 
and a bout of 2012 testing on the Monday. Busy 

days... Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 



























































AMA-MX 


Sun sets on long AMA year... 

Indoors and Outdoors the AMA calendar that 
began in January finally came to a rest last week¬ 
end with the twelfth and final round of the AMA 
Nationals in Pala. The motocross campaign - like 
the Supercross series - went down to the last 
meeting for the 450 title and, as with the SX 
contest, it was Ryan Villopoto who scooped the 
crown and completed an emphatic ‘double’ this 
season. 
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LIMITED EDITION 201 1 
Become part of racing history with a robust 
316L stainless steel watch. Scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal, quartz chronograph and water 
resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 















I t was hot in Fermo, really hot, but Monster 
Energy Yamaha’s Gautier Paulin was - to 
adopt a sporting cliche - ‘on fire’. 

The unlikely debut in the premier class for the 
MX2 rider came through Steven Frossard’s 
absence with a chest infection and the lanky 
Frenchman’s desire for decent track time 
ahead of his role at the Motocross of Nations. 
It meant a crazy turnaround of prep for the 
Italian team but it was worthwhile. 


The crew had been susceptible to the in¬ 
jury ‘virus’ spreading the paddock with both 
David Philippaerts and rookie Frossard out 
of commission but they enjoyed a bright end 
to the season with Paulin signing off his two 
year Yamaha stint in the best way (1-2 in the 
motos) and Red Bull Teka KTM’s Max Nagl’s 
fractured wrist meaning Frossard could try to 
breathe a little easier with a deserved second 
place in the championship secured. 
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It is not often you hear a rider describe an Ital¬ 
ian circuit as ‘technical’ but this adjective was 
used in the post-race press conference on Sun¬ 
day for a layout that was rutty, tricky and char¬ 
acterised by the immense drops and climbs. 
Perhaps the quantity of jumps was exaggerated 
(and more than one rider commented on the 
relentless trail of leaps) but the air-time made 
for some impressive sights. 


One of the biggest launches was the 50ft table- 
top across the finish line and it was here at the 
start of the first MX1 moto, with twenty odd 
riders in the air together, that one of the scari¬ 
est sights this season occurred. Paulin led the 
airborne pack but immediately to his right was 
Honda World Motocross team’s Rui Goncalves 
and the pair veered towards a collision course 
mid-air. Somehow Paulin was able to extend a 
boot and ease the Honda away from his trajec¬ 
tory in what was a miraculous escape. 




The last Yamaha rider to win on 
their MX1 debut was Tony Cairoli 
in 2007. Paulin is heading in 
a good way...and will be in the 
premier class full-time in 2012 


‘I had the holeshot as we came up to the big 
table top and I went to make to make the 
scrub,’ explains Paulin. 'Rui was very close 
to me and I knew I would be landing on top 
of him. I don’t know how but with my foot I 
pushed him about a metre away. We didn't hit 
each other on the landing but for two laps I 
was like ‘wow’. If I would have been training 
then I would’ve stopped and got off the bike!’. 


Christophe Pourcel kept up his recent habit 
of shining in at least one race and took his 
third chequered flag in as many events. ‘We 
had stiffer suspension setting in the first 
moto and I couldn’t find my lines,’ he re¬ 
counted of his eighth position earlier in the 
day. ‘In the second we went back to the set¬ 
ting from Gaildorf and I loved it, so we will 
keep working with that.’ 
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Two-stroke power...Ken 
Roczen’s 125SX gets ready for 
war. The last time KTM ran a 
factory 125 in GPs was in 2005 


Kawasaki Racing Team’s Jonathan Barragan 
dovetailed a miserable season with a second 
rostrum appearance while Rockstar Suzuki’s 
Kevin Strijbos was disappointed to miss out 
with a decent 3-4 outing despite a painful 
left knee. 

MX1 was denied the chance of seeing Cairoli 
on a 250SX due to a family bereavement but 
MX2 world champ Ken Roczen did his best 


to make it up the hills on a 125SX. ‘I always 
said that if we could get the championship 
in the bag then we’d try something differ¬ 
ent and ride the two-stroke,’ he explained of 
the decision to effectively rule himself out of 
another GP win. ‘In the middle of the year it 
looked as though it might be hard but we got 
the job done in Gaildorf. I think it [riding the 
two-stroke] helped with my riding but it was 












probably not the right track for the 125. I had 
to push hard to make the jumps. After that bad 
start in the second moto I landed in some ruts 
got out of shape and went down. I liked the 125 
but I think you’d need something like a 144 to 
be fully competitive.’ 

Roczen’s fifth position and DNF (depriving 
him of a trophy for only the third time in 2011) 
cleared the way for Herlings and Searle to 


face-off and the Dutchman was superior with 
a 2-1, compared to Searle’s 1-2. ‘It was so hot 
here. Lommel felt like -50 last week! Here 
it was like a sauna and was tiring,’ said the 
teenager. Searle already had third in the cham¬ 
pionship behind the KTMs with Paulin isolated 
in fourth (thus explaining further his decision 
to try MX1): ‘I didn’t win but I am really happy 
with the way I rode. I know I can do it and that 
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gives me a lot of motivation for the winter and 
next year. I think it will be a good battle with 
Jeffrey [in 2012]. I think the bike will be strong¬ 
er. We’ve had lots of meetings. Mitch [Payton, 
Pro Circuit owner] wants more and so do we. 

I think the bike will be much better.’ 

CLS Kawasaki Monster Energy Pro Circuit 
team-mate Max Anstie completed a turbulent 
rookie term with a podium result; at last for 


the Brit who had racked-up six fourth positions 
and whose future remains unclear. 

The 2011 FIM Motocross World Championship 
ended with ice-baths, a lot of sweat and pain in 
various corners of Europe. It also lowered the 
flag on a year that would have been impossible 
to predict in a number of ways, even if the pre¬ 
season favourites managed to prevail in the 
end. Now onto the Nations before full closure... 










Country life. Fermo provides the 
most breath-taking backdrop 
of all the Grands Prix on the 
calendar. The huge jumps help 
create images like this 
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Max Nagl’s lid was 
hardly used on race-day 
and the German lost his 
shot at the number two 
plate for ‘12 







ITALIAN FEVER.. ■ By Adam Wheeler 


T hankfully there were plenty of distractions 
in Italy because the world championship 
could have been an anti-climax. Why? The ti¬ 
tles were already decided and it became clear 
on Friday that Tony Cairoli would be missing 
his second home Grand Prix (an ankle injury 
blunted his intent in 2010 at Fermo). The news 
of the Sicilian’s mother succumbing to illness 
provided everybody with a perspective on the 
weekend and the relative lack of importance 
of the meeting compared to other priorities in 
life. There was a widespread feeling of sympa¬ 
thy for the rider who commands more respect 
than virtually anyone else not only because of 
what he does but who he is. 

Gautier Paulin’s speed and conviction on 
the 450 was not a great surprise but as the 
Frenchman himself pointed out one race is 
different to a full season. Still, it was hard not 
to get excited about his inclusion to the MX1 
ranks for 2012 and, boy, does the class need 
it if the injury situation reaches anything like 
the same levels next season. Max Nagl’s lat¬ 


est wrist break was a major piece of news at 
Fermo and unfortunately quite typical of the 
friendly German’s luck. It seems quite incon¬ 
ceivable that Steven Frossard could make sec¬ 
ond place in the championship after missing 
the final four motos of the year but then again 
the French rookie had thoroughly earned the 
standing and faces a big question mark if he 
can sustain a challenge to the likes of Cairoli 
and Desalle come next summer. 

The temperatures in the press room (thanks to 
the sun trap of an insulated metal roof) must 
have eclipsed those on the track although the 
‘endurance’ effort needed to square away cov¬ 
erage of the final round of an intense schedule 
this season was rewarded by the comedy on 
view at the Red Bull KTM party in early hours 
of the morning in the paddock. The gathering 
of inebriated riders and team personnel was 
a great reminder of the closeness of a small 
community that knows how to let their hair 
down (literally in Herlings’ case) when all the 
supposedly serious stuff is done and dusted. 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 

2 

Christophe Pourcel, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Jonathan Barragan, SPA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

5 

Xavier Boog, FRA 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after is of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

596 

2 

Steven Frossard 

472 

3 

Clement Desalle 

461 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

444 

5 

Max Nagl 

439 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

3 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Kawasaki 

4 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 

5 

Nico Aubin, FRA 

KTM 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after is of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

651 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

632 

3 

Tommy Searle 

573 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

458 

5 

Arnaud Tonus 

427 








































ktEM NEWS 



NATIONS ROCKED 
BY FROSSARD KO 


T here was a feeling in the paddock at Fermo 
that 2011 was ‘over’. The championships 
were settled, people were riding other bikes 
and a majority of the chatter was about the up¬ 
coming 65th Motocross of Nations (this com¬ 
ing weekend). 

There was also the curiously late process of 
riders still looking to confirm saddles for 2012. 
The buzz about the Nations centred on Steven 
Frossard possibly missing out for the second 
year in a row after his lung infection (conse¬ 
quence of his Gaildorf crash). 

As it would turn out the air bubble in the 24 
year old’s lungs would deny him a dream shot 
at repeating his MX1 GP victory at St Jean. 
Prior to this news there was the debate about 
who could be in line as a possible replace¬ 
ment. On Saturday in Fermo Christophe Pour- 
cel said that he had yet to be approached by 
the French federation and showed a degree of 


apathy in the post-race press conference on 
Sunday (after taking his second podium from 
three GPs) by saying 1 don’t want to talk about 
this race, at all’. 

With Max Nagl’s awkward landing from the 
massive finish line table-top during practice 
on Saturday afternoon and subsequent wrist 
injury, Team Germany’s plans were also thrown 
into minor chaos (the same trio of Nagl, Roc- 
zen and Schiffer grabbed the bottom step in 
Denver last year). 

Irrespective of the late developments the build¬ 
up to the race will escalate in the coming days 
and it’s worth mentioning to anyone who is not 
coming to St Jean D’Angely in France - and 
didn’t have to search for a hotel in a fifty mile 
radius - that www.mx-life.tv have a cool offer 
for full internet TV coverage of the weekend 
(races and lots of extras) as well as a free 
official Fox event t-shirt for just 25 euros. 





KTM DOUBLE-STROKED 


T he rumours had been building up for a 
while but the news grew hot that KTM 
would dramatically field two two-stroke mod¬ 
els at Fermo for the Grand Prix of Italy after 
Tony Cairoli and Ken Roczen claimed their 
respective MX1 and MX2 titles at the previous 
round in Germany. It turns out that Roczen 
had been discussing the novelty of hearing 
the ‘smokers’ at the final round with his team 
for several months but Fermo perhaps wasn’t 
the ideal location with the steep hills provid¬ 
ing a hefty handicap. Under the rules of the 
MX1 and MX2 classes two-strokes up to 250cc 
and 125cc respectively can run alongside the 


four-strokes, although there has been a scant 
appearance by any model for a number of 
years. The last time a factory team entered a 
quarter-litre in the premier class was Kawa¬ 
saki in 2004. 

Roczen was treating the Grand Prix as a 
chance to play. The last time a two-stroke 
claimed a victory in the MX2 class was back 
in 2004, in the hands of Tyla Rattray and any 
Japanese models vanished from the paddock 
the same year. The absence of Tony Cairoli 
due to a family bereavement prevented anyone 
from seeing the potential of the 250 SX in the 
hands of the three times MX1 world champ. 
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Combining adventure and comfort from the most impressive landscapes un 
til the sultriness of the Arabic 1001 Nights. Riding hours through endless seen 
ery, swimming in oases, magnificent dinners under endless starry skies, treat 
ments in hamams and spending the night in tent camps around the campfire 
Mail or call for more information, dates and prices. Next tour dates 8-16 October 


ride@saharaexperience.nl / +31-629556459 / www.saharaexperience.info 


SAHARA EXPERIENCE 




By Adam Wheeler 



HARD-HITTING... 

I t is almost unbelievable how hard-hit the 
premier class has been through injury to key 
protagonists. I reflected on this ‘crisis’ in a pre¬ 
vious blog, but asked to try and explain it in a 
press conference in Germany the world cham¬ 
pion himself was at a loss. The fact that the 
factory Suzuki, Yamaha, Honda and KTM (both 
to a lesser extent) teams and CLS Kawasaki 
have all been hit by disruption in 2011 might be 
down to the increased pressure on riders in the 
last few seasons. 


It seems that when it comes to lucrative (or 
even rewarding) contracts the elite is squeezing 
narrower. There was a short time where to be a 
top ten runner in MX1 equalled a decent sal¬ 
ary. Now teams are lucky if they can afford one 
valid race-winner before looking to a young and 
therefore cheaper second option. 

The onus on riders to keep being part of a small 
circle of ‘contenders’ is perhaps more urgently 
felt, especially with the rounds of 2012 contract 
negotiations still active but slowly coming to a 
close. Whether this means more subconscious 
risks in training and grand prix races or the 
need to engage in national events for financial 
gain or sponsor priorities is a question worthy 
of examination. In the case of Frossard, who was 
essentially assured of second place at the time 
of his smash, to target the 82 point gap to Cai- 
roli with two rounds remaining would have been 
foolhardy. He had not raced outside of the world 
championship and was long-set for another 
year as a factory Yamaha rider. His absence is a 
case of bad luck. Maybe the situations for David 
Philippaerts, Ken De Dycker, Ben Townley and 
Steve Ramon, looking to turn around their sea¬ 
sons or careers at the time of their accidents are 
less clear cut. Clement Desalle’s circumstances 
borders on the absurd having already dislocated 


his shoulder in a Belgian Championship race 
and then casting his season into oblivion one 
week after winning the Czech Grand Prix with 
another domestic crash. Desalle needed neither 
the money nor the status of winning a series 
he already owned in 2009, in fact he probably 
could have done with a rest, but maybe the 
need to keep ‘sharp’ in his quest to remove the 
red plate from Tony Cairoli’s grasp was the push 
for another weekend of racing. 



‘Demanding’ is a word that describes most 
sports but for motocross it is particularly apt. 

I always preferred ‘brutal’. I have two young 
sons and have been asked a couple of times if 
they’d ride bikes and, once or twice, would they 
have a go at racing. I doubt their lovely mother 
would acquiesce to such a predicament and - 
despite eleven years in the GP field - it would 
be extremely hard for me to encourage them in 
the pursuit of motocross compared to say road 
racing or trial (if that makes any sense). The 
adrenaline rush and spiritual connection of a 
motorcycle with the earth might be more acute 
on a dirt bike but the sport is a guaranteed 
path to a catalogue of broken bones. The odds 
are too heavily against reaching retirement age 
without crippling rheumatism. Like all parents 
it might be hard to defy a child’s burning wish 
or enthusiasm (or even first wisps of a possible 
talent) but year-in, year-out it is astonishing 
to see the travails pro motocross athletes put 
themselves through in order to make that gate. 
And I imagine it isn’t only the rider that suffers. 


The supreme motivation to endanger oneself is a 
big subject for a bigger story. But - if we look at 
the current scene - it would be a sad story if the 
prime factor is the state of employment. I mean 
what price can you put on your health? 
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TONY CAIRO LI 


HAT-TRICK... 


Words by Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


T ony Cairoli launched himself into world 
championship stardom in 2004 with a 
series of electric starts, a large dose of flam¬ 
boyance, natural talent in abundance, an edgy 
character (small Sicilian boy trying to make his 
mark) and barely passable English. Today as a 
wealthy multi world champion who is versatile 
as a racer, mellow and accessible as a person, 
he is a powerful symbol of motocross. 

Through countless interviews over the years 
with the now 25 year old the Cairoli story is 
familiar to many who follow the sport. His 
career appeared to reach a zenith in 2010 
with the milestones of a second MX1 title, first 
for KTM, first with a 350cc four-stroke but he 
carried his championship tally to three in the 
premier class (five in total with MX2 crowns 
in 2005 and 2007) in 2011. I’ve spoken with 


Tony frequently. So much so that the interview 
process with the rider, arranged with the assis¬ 
tance of ever-present ‘other half’ Jill Cox, has 
now reached the stage of becoming an annual 
occurence. 

Cairoli is a veteran of the various demands of 
the media (he is a pleasure to work with ac¬ 
cording to Ray Archer who shoots him for the 
cover of this issue and also the interview) and 
while he doesn’t always seem completely com¬ 
fortable in front of a recorder Tony is not shy to 
state his opinion. He is more than aware of his 
status as the FIM Motocross World Champion¬ 
ship’s leading rider and that his views matter. I 
sit down with him at the British Grand Prix and 
then grab comments two weeks later in Ger¬ 
many where he hoists the red plate as reigning 
number one for the third year in a row... 



TONY CAIRO LI 


You achieved your goal of becoming the most 
successful Italian motocrosser some time ago. 
Where does the motivation come from now to 
make the sacrifices to stay at the top? 

Race after race and year after year you find 
something new and exciting. It might be a new 
fast rider that you like to battle with. I know De- 
salle was the strongest this year but next sea¬ 
son it might be Frossard. In the winter when you 
are training and then go into pre-season you 
see some people taking big victories at inter¬ 
nationals...and it is motivating to try and beat 
them. My speed was more or less the same as 
last year and it wasn’t my goal to improve this. 

I wanted more consistency instead. That was 
my objective and I have been on the podium 
a lot this season. In the beginning it was hard 
because I had a knee injury and it was quite 
painful. I was struggling in the first races and it 
wasn’t a good part of the season, mentally or 
physically. I was eighth in the standings after 
the first GP! After a month and a half I was able 
to start having fun again and get on my beat. 

You tried supercross last winter and you are a 
former European champion in the discipline. 
What is your view of it now? 

I think if you really want to make some good 
races then you need to throw away a year and 
go there [America] to train. I went over for a 
month and a half and I could ride and practice 
with the guys but the races were different. It 
would be a big move for me and I have chosen 
to stay in Europe and motocross for the next 
two years with KTM. To be honest I think it is a 
little late for me to do supercross at that level 

So what is the next challenge? 

My goal is to bring motocross -at least in Italy 
- to the next step, to the level of Superbike. 


There is a growing interest in the media for 
motocross and I want to bring more visibility 
to the sport. To do that I need to win, enjoy the 
races, be close to the fans and do the media 
work. I find that all of this motivates me. I like 
this work, playing this role and doing public re¬ 
lations and events. I love it when it is busy and 
crazy and there lots of people around at the 
races. I can handle doing lots of things on the 
weekend and I am not like some other riders 
who need to be very quiet. I don’t really care; 

I just like to be around the people. 

But maybe an Italian winning AMA races 
would boost the sport in Italy even more... 

If you talk about Italy then I think there is a 
following for America but it is just a different 
championship. Somebody also has to do the 
job here. 

You are based in Lommel (Belgium), Rome 
and your hometown of Patti in Siciliy. Is it 
possible to rest in Patti? 

Back home yes, the people in the town have 
known about my racing for a good while now. 

In Rome and all over Italy I get recognised 
more and more and this is really nice. It is 
good to talk to more new people and learn 
more about the world each year. 

Why are you so good? Why are you always 
on top? 

We have had a lot of good riders in Italy, 
champions like Chiodi, Bartolini, Puzar, but 
they were on the top for a couple of years and 
then they were gone. I have been there since 
2004 and I think it is perhaps something 
about the character of the rider. To always 
want to be at the top or one of the best. 

Maybe this is the reason. 
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TONY CAIRO LI 


In 2004 you were a skinny kid who was fantas¬ 
tic at starts. Now there doesn’t seem to be any 
weaknesses; you win from the front, by coming 
through the pack or in head-to-head duels... 

I know my potential, for sure, and I can still 
work a lot on my condition or speed. When 
I was younger, in MX2, I was a little faster in 
some places compared to now but I believe 
to ‘survive’ in this sport you need to do just 
enough to get the job done. You see a lot of 
injuries and I am at the level where I want to 
be and what I want to achieve at this moment. 
When it comes to pushing more, then I will 
do so. 

Do you see an end? Ricky Carmichael retired 
at 27 having done everything... 

At the moment I don’t think about it. I always 
feel like every season is only my second or 
third! I love to travel and go to the races. For 
me if you are not injured then the season is 
not heavy. It is like being on holiday in a way 
because I love to ride and I like to get around 
and see places. It is an amazing feeling to win a 
race. I think I am very lucky to ride motocross. 

I just ride for fun. If I want to train one day then 
I do it, if I don’t then I won’t. I don’t care about 
schedules I just ride my way. It has worked until 
now so I will carry on. 

But what about the demands of keeping in 
shape, keeping discipline...? 

I eat everything anyway. I listen to my body 
and I do what I want. There is some gym work 
during the winter but I generally don’t work on 
my body. It is all about the bike, and then some 
running and cycling. I like to do fitness training 
but if I don’t want to do it for one, two or three 
days then I don’t. 

You are quite lucky then... 

Yes...but if I need to do more to succeed then 
I will. I know I can push more and work on my 


speed more but I am also aware that an injury 
can be around the corner. 

2011 has been heavy for injuries. What is your 
opinion on riders doing national championship 
races as well as Grands Prix? 

I know a lot of riders do it because there can be 
good money involved. This seems to be the first 
reason...not because they want to be a Belgian 
or Italian champion. Sometimes I would like 
to race away from the grands prix but if I don’t 
feel like it then I don’t do it. Actually, the event 
where Desalle got injured - Balen - I love that 
race! This year I couldn’t go because I had a 
commitment with a sponsor and I also wanted 
a few days holiday. 

But is the risk too big? Desalle was chasing 
you in the championship and he was hurt twice 
at non-GP races... 

For sure there is always a risk but the approach 
you have to the race must be different to a GP. 
Unless you are determined to win that title then 
the national race is not important and it must 
be treated like training. You do the best you can 
without taking any chances or making any risky 
moves. 

Steve Ramon’s serious crash at Lommel af¬ 
fected everyone. How did you deal with it? 

It was really scary. Steve had a big injury but 
at least he can make a recovery. We know that 
anything can happen in this hard sport. Steve 
is a big champion, a good professional and for 
many years at the front of races. I like him as 
a rider and I’m sorry he got injured like this. I 
sent him a message and I hope he can be well 
soon. For sure it is a strange year and I have 
never seen so many injuries. I cannot explain 
it. I don’t think it is a case of people pushing 
over the limit. You have to ride with your head 
also sometimes and realise what you can and 
cannot do. 



TONY CAIROLI 


The 350SX-F is very much your bike. How has 
it evolved from the motorcycle you first rode 
in 2010 to the one you are winning on now? 

It is almost the same. Some changes to the 
suspension and a bit more power compared 
to last year. We are still working on it. It is still 
new and we are making improvements and 
progress. I think for 2012 it will be better still. 
Last year at the Nations I would have loved 
more power. The altitude was very high and 
when I was behind Dungey I would have loved 
to been able to follow him a bit more. That’s 
the only time I can think of when I needed 
more from the engine; I really like the bike in 
almost all the races. 

How is your working relationship with KTM? 

It is the best team you could wish for. If you 
ask Yamaha or another brand for a change on 
the frame then it would be impossible but with 
KTM you can ask anything and if it is OK then 
they can change everything for you. We have 
a lot of space to work and this means you can 
give a lot of advice for the stock bike. For sure 
last year was really special because it was the 
first year with KTM and with a completely new 
bike. It wasn’t an easy choice because it was a 
new motorcycle and nobody knew whether it 
would be competitive or not. For me it was a 
big challenge but after practicing I could see 


that it was really good and we decided to go 
with the 350 for the season. We won the title 
on the first attempt. To reconfirm a title is al¬ 
ways difficult - it is true what they all say - so 
it is also special to be champion for the third 
time in MX1. 

So it was easy to agree the contract extension 
to cover 2012 and ‘13? 

Yes, as we know there is a big crisis all around 
the world but KTM continue to put a lot of 
effort into this sport. There was no reason to 
wait [to make a decision], I feel good with the 
team and proud to be with them... 


On Monday after the Grand Prix of Germany 
at Gaildorf Cairoli would rush home to Patti in 
Sicily where his mother Paula would eventu¬ 
ally succumb to illness and understandably 
the world champion would not be present at 
Fermo for his home Grand Prix and the final 
round of the 2011 series. It is almost unimagi¬ 
nable to consider the range of emotions the 
Cairoli family had to endure in the space of 
just five days. The only communication from 
Tony over that bleak weekend came from his 
Twitter account where he simply stated his 
fifth world title was for ‘mamma’... 
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One dominates the MX2 class in his debut year with KTM and wins his first world championship title 1 #: • 

with the KTM 250 SX-F. The other continues the success story of the KTM 350 SX-F in the MX1 class 
and celebrates his second world championship title with this unique bike. Ken Roczen and Tony Cairoli 
-victory at the double! 
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PALA 

CALIFORNIA ■ SEPTEMBER 10TH 

450 winner: Ryan Dungey, Suzuki 
250 winner: Dean Wilson, Kawasaki 
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C had Reed was a different rider between the 
first and last halves of the 2011 Lucas Oil 
AMA Pro Motocross Championships. It’s easy to 
blame it on his gigantic crash at Millville, be¬ 
cause there’s no way he was completely unhurt 
coming away from that event, but it seems obvi¬ 
ous that the biggest injury was to his psyche. 
And that’s much harder to overcome than many 
physical injuries in racing. 

To put his season in perspective, check out the 
first 13 of the 24 motos in 2011, because these 
were his finishes up through moto one at Mill¬ 
ville: 2-1-1-1-5-1-3-1-3-3-1-3-1. Now, check out the 
last 11 motos, starting with the race where he 
had his huge crash at Millville: 13-7-4-4-5-DNF- 
DNF-5-3-12-4. 

Even knowing that the two DNFs weren’t his 
fault, but rather mechanicals, it’s absolutely 
impossible to believe that the crash didn’t have 
a huge effect on him. 

Reed admits to the physical injuries costing 
him but wasn’t as forthcoming about the men¬ 
tal stuff. A lot of people have implied (or flat- 
out said) that it must be because he’s a dad 
now, and to have a crash that huge - and that 
could’ve ended so much worse - it must play on 
his nerves to think about what it would do to his 
son to have his father badly injured. 

But Chad Reed was more concerned about 
what it would do to his son to see his dad get 
scared and quit. 
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2011 AMA MX & SX 
Champion Ryan Villopoto 












What could have been? Chad 



‘If there’s a day that I wake up and I say, ‘Man, 
I’ve got a son; this is dangerous,’ then that’s 
the day that I’m not going to put my boots 
on,’ Reed said. ‘And if you saw my son, he’s a 
nutter. He’s just freaking crazy. I’m somebody 
that thinks ‘if he wants to race then he’s going 
to want that’. We don’t push him in any direc¬ 


tion. He’s just around it. And right now his 
first noise is ‘brap’ and he just goes ‘vroom, 
vroom.’ It’s scary. So, for me, it’s not about 
that. You’ve got to set an example that you’ve 
got to be committed and you’ve got to dream 
big. So, the people that question that - the 
wife and the baby - it’s not true. It just comes 


Reed gives Ryan Dungey a 
stare as the Suzuki man pushes 
Villopoto all the way to the final 
round for the championship 
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down to me. You can’t use them as an excuse; 
I’m the one that crashed in Millville and I was 
the one that tried to regroup but didn’t re¬ 
group anywhere near what I needed to do.’ 
Still, at Pala, he led the second moto on his 
way to a fourth-place finish. That would’ve 
been flat-out unheard of prior to Millville. The 


Ryans - Villopoto and Dungey - dominated 
the last half of the championship season and 
Villopoto took down his first 450 outdoor title 
at Pala. But if they were honest, they know 
they had help to get there, because Chad 
Reed changed. 


Dungey claimed the overall at Pala in 
what Suzuki confirmed was his last ride 
with the factory. The outgoing champ only 
dropped out of the top two positions in 
a moto once in the last eighteen races; 
that’s how tight the series was... 











Dean Wilson claimed the 250 title 
at Steel City the previous week and 
so rode to victory again in California 
without the pressure of other green 
machines chasing his tail 






Justin Barcia showed again 
why he is so highly rated 
with another 450 podium. 
Will he be championship 
material in 2012? 





Rattray came pretty close 
to being the first person to 
hold FIM and AMA motocross 
championships since his 
countryman Grant Langston 








By Steve Cox 


GREEN: PERFECT SHADE 


S ure, a few teams have swept entire AMA 
outdoor championships in the 450 class. 
Why? Because Ricky Carmichael won every 
moto twice for Honda and swept every overall 
afterwards for Suzuki, and James Stewart went 
24-for-24 for Kawasaki as well. But one thing 
a team has never done is to sweep an entire 
championship with not only one or two, but 
three racers. 

That’s the mark of a dominant race team - that 
multiple racers dominate a title chase, all on 
your team. And that’s what the Monster Ener¬ 
gy/Pro Circuit Kawasaki crew did in 2011. The 
team lost a grand total of one moto - moto 
one at Southwick, after Tyla Rattray stalled late 
in the race and his Nations teammate Gareth 
Swanepoel slid by for the win - but didn’t lose 
a single overall between eventual champ Dean 
Wilson, Rattray and Blake Baggett. 

The Pro Circuit squad is also sending all three 


of those racers to France with Wilson racing for 
Great Britain, Rattray for South Africa on a 450 
in the MX1 class, and Baggett for Team USA. 
‘It’s pretty amazing when you think about it,’ 
says team owner/operator Mitch Payton, ‘[but] 
my goal was always the big prize, and that’s 
the championship. I’m really happy that all the 
guys have been able to do as well as they have 
done this year. To be up there with your own 
team-mates in the top three, and with they way 
they’ve all conducted themselves... They’ve rid¬ 
den just incredible. So, I could care less about 
the perfect season or whatever.’ 

That’s easy to say when you have it. It’s like 
when rich people say that money doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. But the truth is that the racers owe their 
amazing season to Pro Circuit, and Pro Circuit 
owes its amazing undefeated season to its rac¬ 
ers, including new champ Dean Wilson - the 
second Scottish AMA MX Champ in AMA his¬ 
tory (the first being Scottish-born Jeff Ward). 









AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT | 

1 AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 


1 Riders 


1 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

l 

Dean Wilson, GBR 

Kawasaki 

2 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Honda 

3 

Tyla Rattray, RSM 

Kawasaki 

4 

Brett Metcalfe, AUS 

Suzuki 

4 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 

5 

Mike Alessi, USA 

KTM 

5 

Justin Bogle, USA 

Honda 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 12 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Dean Wilson 

538 

2 

Tyla Rattray 

472 

3 

Blake Baggett 

469 

4 

Eli Tomac 

314 

5 

Kyle Cunningham 

311 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 12 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Villopoto 

526 

2 

Ryan Dungey 

514 

3 

Chad Reed 

429 

4 

Brett Metcalfe 

374 

5 

Mike Alessi 

304 








































NEWS 



CR KEEPS 2012 CARDS 
CLOSE TO CHEST 


H e’s still hush-hush about his plans for 2012 
but Chad Reed had something interesting 
to say after the Pala National. ‘I’d really like to 
stay with Honda,’ Reed commented. 'I think at 
this point, if we add a rider, it could surprise 
some people who we choose to put under 
here, so it’ll probably be just me, or it will be 
the industry turned upside-down a little bit 
and surprising some people.’ Who this other 


rider could be is anyone’s guess, but I’m going 
to go out on a limb and suggest that it’s prob¬ 
ably Chris Pourcel. There are three reasons for 
this, and it’s very possible that I’m wrong: 1) 
Reed wanted to hire him onto his team for the 
outdoors in 2011 but couldn’t find the funding 
to do it; 2) I heard a rumour that Pourcel found 
a team for 2012 here in the USA; and 3) that 
would surprise a lot of people. 






450 RUMOUR ROUND-UP 


O utside of TwoTwo Motorsports, here’s a 
breakdown of what we know (or are pretty 
certain about) for 2012 among the major players: 

Monster Energy Kawasaki: Ryan Villopoto and 
Jake Weimer 

Red Bull KTM: Ryan Dungey on the new 450, 
Marvin Musquin and Ken Roczen on 250s. 

Suzuki: Sponsors not set in stone, and they 
have Brett Metcalfe for another year. 


Honda: Trey Canard has another year on his 
deal, and they’re trying to add Justin Brayton 
as we speak. Brayton may bring Muscle Milk 
with him to Honda as well. 

This leaves Short looking for a place to go, al¬ 
though he could stay at KTM. Other guys look¬ 
ing for potential 450 deals in the USA include 
Tyla Rattray, Broc Tickle, Ben Townley, Martin 
Davalos, and more. 


Yamaha: Hard to say what they’re doing right 
now. Rumours are swirling about James Stew¬ 
art leaving to go to JGR, which may be aboard 
Suzukis in 2012. 










Clement Desalle 

Team Rockstar Energy 
Suzuki World MX1 
PH: Ray Archer 
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THE LONG HAUL. 

By Steve Cox 

T he AMA season has now come to a close, 
and it’s a busy year - every year - for 
those of us photojournalists (all two of us) who 
go to every race here in the USA. In total, 30 
events, comprising 17 AMA Supercross meets, 
12 AMA Nationals and the X Games. And now 
we head to France for motorcycle-racing event 
number 31. 

It’s always bittersweet at this point in the year 
because this is the type of schedule that can, 
and does, wear people out by this point, but 
because it’s so incredibly busy and so incred¬ 
ibly long the off-season can make you feel 
kind of empty. 

It’s kind of like the feeling I’ve heard rock stars 
describe where they’re on stage and every¬ 
one’s chanting their name, then 60 seconds 
later they’re in a limo and it’s completely 
quiet. It’s just busy, busy, busy, then nothing. 

But there is still the Motocross des Nations 
(that’s the proper name; “Motocross of Na¬ 
tions” doesn’t even really make sense in Eng¬ 
lish), and all of the festivities surrounding that 
event, and then only a few weeks after that 
there's the Monster Energy Cup, which is a 
million-dollar supercross/motocross hybrid 
event in Las Vegas in mid-October. That will 
make it 32 of the year. 

At that point, we (and I mean “we” as in just 
about everybody) basically get two and a half 
months on this side of the pond to secure con¬ 
tracts for 2012, shoot poster photos and the 
like, and gear up for the following year. 



As of the Monster Energy Cup, basically, eve¬ 
rything will be about 2012. It’s a lot like presi¬ 
dential elections here in the USA, in that the 
first two years the president actually tries to 
do things, and then the next two years eve¬ 
rything he does is about trying to remain the 
president in the next election, or secure his 
party’s standing in the executive branch if it’s 
his second term. 

So, while 2011 is almost dead, “New Year’s 
Day” in the AMA Motocross industry is actu¬ 
ally October 16th, as that’s when 2012 will 
really begin. 








MotoG P GP APEROL Dl SAN MARINO 

E DELLA RIVIERA Dl RIMINI 

MISANO • SEPTEMBER 4TH 


MotoGP winner: Jorge Lorenzo, Yamaha 
Moto2 winner: Marc Marquez, Suter 
125cc winner: Nico Terol, Aprilia 


By Matthew Roberts 

Photos by Monster Energy/Milagro, www.yamahamotogp.com 
Honda Pro Images, Ducati Corse Press 













J orge Lorenzo took his first MotoGP win 
at Misano after second place finishes for 
three consecutive seasons, creaking the door 
ajar on the championship chase if not quite 
blowing it wide open. 

The last time I wrote a race report for OTOR I 
was reflecting on back-to-back wins for Ca¬ 


sey Stoner either side of the summer break at 
Laguna Seca and Brno - wins I felt had swung 
the momentum his way and victories I am still 
confident we will soon be looking back on as 
the turning point of a second title-winning sea¬ 
son for the Australian (especially since he went 
on to make it three in a row at Indianapolis). 




pi# 


‘Ah, so that’s how you do it, 
Dani checks Stoner out froi 
the confines of the garage 


However, a defiant response from Lorenzo 
has shifted the current momentum back in 
favour of the Mallorcan. If Jorge wants to 
keep the pressure on, he will have to repeat 
his feat from Misano and break his duck at a 
few more circuits where things haven’t gone 
his way in recent years. 


In 2010 he finished fourth at both Aragon and 
Motegi, albeit riding conservatively for the 
championship, whilst his best MotoGP result 
at Sepang is third place. If he genuinely wants 
to overturn Stoner’s advantage at the top, he 
will have to convert those results into a series 
of triumphs before we go to the Australian’s 
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Phillip Island fortress and then return to Eu¬ 
rope for the final round back at Valencia. 
With the championship at such a critical 
stage it should come as little surprise that 
Yamaha have announced this week that Lor¬ 
enzo and his team-mate Ben Spies will be 


racing at Motegi after all, despite the Span¬ 
iard’s previous insistence that he would not 
travel due to his fears over radiation. 

In my opinion it was an inevitable outcome 
and is now only a matter of time before HRC 
makes a similar declaration, if they haven’t 









































































Rossi knew he had little chance 
of winning his home event but, 
as always, managed to see the 
bright side. He finished seventh 
and was probably already looking 
forward to Monday’s test 


already by the time you read this. Lorenzo The sooner the remaining announcements 

and Stoner were perfectly entitled to voice are made the better for everybody, so that 

their concerns earlier in the season but with we can put an embarrassing situation behind 

no hard evidence of dangerously high levels us and fully focus on what promises to be an 

of radiation at Motegi and a title on the line, intriguing championship finale, 
who can blame them for changing their tune? 










Wayne Rainye made a hero’s 
return to the track that ended 
his career and changed his life 
eighteen years ago 








































Misano and called the track 
his worst of the season 
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YAMAHA AND DUCA11 
CRACK ON WITH 2012 PREP 


ust a day after taking victory at Misano 
Jorge Lorenzo was back on track alongside 
team-mate Ben Spies to test the latest version 
of Yamaha’s 2012 lOOOcc prototype. The bikes 
wheeled out were the same as those first 
used in Brno in August, with minor changes to 
set-up and electronics for the tighter, twistier 
circuit but Lorenzo was still able to lap two 
tenths quicker than his best lap in the race. 

‘We’ve made a lot of progress in a couple of 
hours and the bike has a lot of potential - I’m 
very excited about the future,’ said Lorenzo. 
‘We’ve been working on the electronics to help 
in the braking area but mainly I’ve been get¬ 
ting used to the riding style of the bike and 
also adapting the bike to my riding.’ 


Ducati were meanwhile reported to be testing 
a new aluminium frame at Mugello, a move 
that Valentino Rossi and Nicky Hayden have 
been urging for some time, even though it 
represents a radical re-design of the Desmo- 
sedici. The pair have complained all season 
about chronic understeer and lack of front-end 
feel with the current carbon-fibre concept and 
are keen for Ducati to change to the more or¬ 
thodox twin beam aluminium chassis used by 
the other factories for next year. 

Despite their reluctance, the Italian factory is 
desperate to avoid another disastrous season 
and General Director Filippo Preziosi admit¬ 
ted at Misano that they were ready to try 
anything. 











CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 



MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

4 

Marco Simoncelli, ITA 

Honda 

5 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 



MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 13 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Casey Stoner 

259 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

224 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso 

185 

4 

Dani Pedrosa 

150 

5 

Ben Spies 

135 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Aprilia 

2 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Derbi 

3 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Derbi 

4 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

Aprilia 

5 

Hector Faubel, SPA 

Aprilia 


Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

3 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Suter 

4 

Alex De Angelis, RSM 

Motobi 

5 

Scott Redding, GBR 

Suter 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol 

216 

2 

Johann Zarco 

185 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

161 

4 

Sandro Cortese 

160 

5 

Jonas Folger 

124 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl 

213 

2 

Marc Marquez 

190 

3 

Andrea lannone 

112 

4 

Alex De Angelis 

109 

5 

Bradley Smith 

102 
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STX ROAD: THE HELMET 
FOR YOUR NECK... 


T he Leatt name is renowned for its pioneer¬ 
ing work and is well respected in the off¬ 
road world for the millions of dollars they have 
invested in the technology for safety braces. 
This is a proven product. It will save your 
neck...literally. It is encouraging therefore that 
after serving an important purpose in the dirt 
that the South African company have turned 
their attention towards the road. The STXRoad 
might look like another cumbersome piece of 
kit to worry about but the unit itself weighs 
next to nothing when placed over any jacket or 
set of leathers, even with a racing hump. With 
Leatt claiming that the most common upper 
body injuries from motorcycle road accident 
affect the neck it is little surprise that the 
latest brace makes full use of their patented 


Alternative Load Path Technology; basically 
dispersing and transferring the energy resul¬ 
ting from an impact to the head away from the 
neck to the brace and less vulnerable areas 
of the body (see opposite). If the impact is 
sufficiently strong then the brace will fall into 
crumple zones. 

Leatt have been through the process of need¬ 
ing to convince people about the validity of 
the product and of changing the ‘habits of a 
lifetime’, especially in off-road where a rider 
needs to be extremely flexible on the motorcy¬ 
cle. They are pushing strongly for the STXRoad 
because the need for such protection is funda¬ 
mental. For more details check out: 
www.leatt.com 


EDWARDS SIGNS FOR 
NIEW CRT TEAM 


F orward Racing have become the first 
‘Claiming Rule Team’ to confirm their 
involvement in the MotoGP World Champion¬ 
ship next year, unveiling the experienced Colin 
Edwards as their rider. Carmelo Ezpeleta, 

CEO of Dorna, was present at the team press 
conference at Misano and commented that 
he expected up to five more CRT bikes on the 
grid next season. 

The new rules for 2012 essentially allow 
teams to run production-based engines in a 
prototype chassis and with Yamaha announ¬ 


cing their withdrawal from World Superbikes 
next year the likelihood is that Forward Rac¬ 
ing, who used to employ Yamaha Sterilgarda 
Team Manager Andrea Dosoli, will inherit the 
factory R1 motors. 

Edwards made no secret of his desire to use 
a new Tech 3 chassis to be designed by Guy 
Coulon, his current crew chief and the brains 
behind the team’s Moto2 chassis. With Italian 
mobile phone giants NGM Italia backing the 
project the plan to open MotoGP to new teams 
and sponsors already looks to be bearing fruit. 






Hyperextension: 

over-bending of the 
head in rearward di¬ 
rection. 



Lateral Hyperflexion: 

over-bending of the 
head to one side. 



Posterior Hypertranslation: 

extreme movement of head 
and helmet, rearward on 
the neck. 



Coupled Axial Loading: 

Helps prevent axial loading 
only when the axial forces 
act in combination with 
other mechanisms. 



Hyperflexion: 

over-bending of the 
head in forward di¬ 
rection. 













of the most common upper body injuries 
Neck injuries are o STX Road neck brace forms 

motorcycle accidents. $ sys tem and functions in 

an essential part of your per rotec t your neck from extreme 
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FINDING THE ENERGY 

By Matthew Roberts 



I t is perhaps a sign of the times that Casey 
Stoner’s post-race admission of exhaustion 
was met with respect rather than ridicule in 
the Misano paddock last Sunday evening. 

Not only have his doubters been silenced 
this year by his performances on the Honda 
but the entire championship workforce could 
empathise with the way the Australian felt on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Allowing for the time difference it was only 
six and a half days since we had seen him 
stand on top of the podium following a gruel¬ 
ling weekend in intense heat at Indianapolis. 
The series leader, who is relatively economi¬ 
cal with the amount of track time he puts 
in during practice compared to other riders, 
had completed 117 laps around Indy over the 
three days in ambient temperatures in excess 
of 30 degrees. 

Just 120 hours later he and the rest of the 
MotoGP, Moto2 and 125cc riders were back 
on track in similar conditions some 4,500 
miles away at Misano, with a six hour time 
difference to deal with and another meeting 
of relentless pressure ahead. 

Now I am not one to complain about my job 
and a little tiredness is a small price to pay 
for the opportunity I have been blessed with 
to travel the world following a sport I love. 


Stoner, on the other hand, revealed that he 
had struggled sleeping and that it had affect¬ 
ed his rhythm in the race. I am sure he wasn’t 
the only rider feeling this way and not only 
is this bad for the spectacle it is downright 
dangerous. 

The teams then had to 
pack up again and return 
to the USA... 

It is a situation the premier-class riders have 
dealt with once already this season, when we 
travelled directly from Sachsenring in Germa¬ 
ny to Laguna Seca, with an eight-hour time 
difference from Europe. Aside from the jetlag 
issue, the most absurd thing is that teams 
then had to foot the bill of shipping all the 
material back to Brno for the next race before 
packing up again and returning to the USA for 
the Indianapolis round. 

In times when we are looking to increase rid¬ 
er safety and reduce costs, a minor revision 
of the calendar is surely a basic requirement. 
Sadly, with the 2012 schedule due to be an¬ 
nounced shortly, you can guarantee that of 
all the criteria used to decide the race order, 
common sense will not be a decisive factor. 






GRAND PRIX OF GERMANY 

GAILDORF ■ SEPTEMBER 4TH 

MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM (MX1 Wc 
MX2 winner: Tommy Searle, Kawasaki (I 


Champion) J . » 

Roczen, MX2 World Champion) 
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T here are some races that are easier to re¬ 
port on than others. Quite a few of the MX2 
Grands Prix this year have been fairly proces¬ 
sional and all about the Roczen-Herlings axis; 
often there is not much to say about a start-to- 
finish romp. There are other events where you 
don’t really know where to start. 

Reading this you are already likely to know 
that the penultimate round of fifteen in the FIM 
Motocross World Championship went back to 


the old-school and arguably out-dated Gail- 
dorf circuit for the first time since 2005. The 
German venue was able to witness Red Bull 
KTM’s Ken Roczen take his twelfth podium of 
the season and be carried on shoulders to the 
rostrum weeping as the teenager ended a 43 
year dry spell for his country. Monster Energy 
Yamaha’s Steven Frossard’s first moto crash 
meant that Tony Cairoli would claim his third 
MX1 world championship in a row and second 
on the factory 350SX-F. 









...and ended it as the 
first German World 
Champion in 43 years 


There was plenty of headline material from this 
Grand Prix but also some noteworthy occur¬ 
rences that meant this European round was 
not solely a KTM-fest. For a start this was not 
a vintage Roczen performance (perhaps under¬ 
standably with the spotlight particularly harsh) 
and as a consequence Gaildorf saw the most 
exciting MX2 races of the year. CLS Kawasaki 
Monster Energy Pro Circuit’s Tommy Searle 
was the overall winner for the second time in 
2011 and his achievement represented only 


the second time from fourteen occasions that 
KTM have been shoved off the top spot. The 
Brit went 2-1 in the motos and his success was 
down to the fact that he finally nailed a decent 
start and flew with Roczen and Herlings from 
the first corner. At last: it had only taken four¬ 
teen rounds to sample a real face-off between 
arguably the three fastest riders this season. 
Roczen would tumble on the slick, watered and 
restrictive hard-pack trying to track and pass 
Herlings for the lead (as he had done in the 
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Searle took the Kawasaki to the 
top steprfor only the second time 
in 2011 but it was fully deserved. 
The Brit was the best in Germany 


first moto) and Herlings was frustrated post¬ 
race after a crash in the same heavily rutted 
left-hander that had caught Roczen. He gave 
away a five second lead in the first moto and 
slipped into the entertaining tussle between 
Gautier Paulin, Searle and Arnaud Tonus. 
Deep into Moto2, when Searle - the quickest 
MX2 rider on the day - had Herlings in his 
pocket the immense cheer from the crowd 
upon realisation that Roczen, distant in third, 
was set to be world champion was unset¬ 


tling. It’s unlikely a Brit will ever be so vocally 
encouraged in Germany again. ‘I must be a 
German hero,’ Searle deadpanned in the press 
conference afterwards. Roczen was second 
overall and Herlings could have theoretically 
tied on points after Fermo in Italy but Roczen’s 
hefty nineteen moto victories from twenty- 
eight was the confirmation. 

The release of emotion by rider and crowd 
at the finish created some powerful scenes, 
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perhaps only matched by David Philip- 
paerts last-gasp MX1 championship on home 
ground in 2008. ‘After I came over the line 
it was pretty emotional and I didn’t think it 
would be that bad because I seriously cried 
like a baby,’ said the seventeen year old, who 
become the youngest number one ever. 'It 
was OK because it was a big moment, and 
I guess I showed my soft side! I am happy 
I can leave [for America] with the title and 
I think it actually motivates me even more 


because you know the feeling. It is the best 
ever.’ 

Tony Cairoli’s situation was a little more clear- 
cut in Germany. There was no discernible 
threat with Steven Frossard 82 points adrift 
with 100 left to win but the Frenchman’s crash 
when his Yamaha lost traction approaching 
the finish line jump meant a trip to hospi¬ 
tal for a chest x-ray and Cairoli was able to 
emerge from his ‘safe ride’ in sixth to push a 







Bobby was brilliant but the 
bump on the head (and the 
threat to follicular fashion) 
certainly wasn’t on the agenda 


little harder and demote team-mate Max Nagl 
for third. The conquering Sicilian would make 
a scorecard of 3-1 and earn the overall but 
the moto victories were shared in convincing 
fashion by Honda World Motocross’ Evgeny 
Bobryshev and CLS’ Chris Pourcel. ‘Bobby’ is 
always good value. Wearing an Ortema neck 
brace after being given the all-clear on his in¬ 
jury by a Belgian specialist the Russian start¬ 
ed strongly and raced like he hasn’t missed 
three weeks of riding. Upon removing his hel¬ 


met a comedy haircut (think of the Brazilian 
Rinaldo at the 2002 World Cup but in reverse) 
revealed even more physical discomfort for 
this latest success. The German GP winner 
had walked into a pole holding up his camper 
awning and the gash required stitches. Bobry¬ 
shev maybe showed a little more evidence of 
a bang on the head in the second moto where 
an erratic performance while second saw him 
run off the track and grab green fencing in his 
rear wheel. He held the overall win for more 










than half the sprint but then faded back with¬ 
out a rear brake. 

At the head of the field Pourcel reeled off 
carbon-copy laps and the Frenchman’s new 
public fondness of Grand Prix racing indicates 
that he is likely to be hoping for more of the 
same in the world championship in 2012. He 
had earlier flipped through the air after losing 
the back wheel of the stock Kawasaki (great 
bit of PR for the KX450F, certainly compared 


to the disastrous efforts by Spaniard Jonathan 
Barragan on the supposed factory machine 
this year) in the same spot that would claim 
Frossard. On the subject of Kawasaki, and 
specifically KRT, it was positive to see a good 
guy like Xavier Boog enjoy some bright starts 
and celebrate his first MX1 podium. Just a 
shame for the Frenchman and national cham¬ 
pion that there was so much going on that 
this little landmark was buried under other 
rhetoric. 
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Xavier Boog made the top three 
for the first time in MX1 largely 
thanks to starts like these 
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Arnaud Tonus almost made 
the podium and his part in the 
first MX2 moto created a great 
tussle for third , 







Jeffrey Herlings did what he 
could to prolong the inevitable 
but throwing away a five second 
fcnJhe first moto didn’t help 






FACING THE ENEMY... 


By Adam Wheeler 


T he word was out on Christophe Pourcel. 

He was ready to talk to the press again. 
This might have had something to do with the 
rumours at the European Grand Prix that CLS 
Kawasaki were looking to form an MX1 divi¬ 
sion of their team (interestingly putting them 
into conflict with the factory Kawasaki Rac¬ 
ing Team) with the Pourcel family at the hub; 
father Roger in management and sons Chris¬ 
tophe and Sebastien taking on riding duties. 
Anyway, it was worth asking for some of his 
time and I had already tested the water at the 
previous round in England and asked for an 
interview, explaining the words would be for 
several publications. ‘OK, but not for RacerX,’ 
came the reply. This could be juicy. Pourcel 
is relevant. He won motos in the UK and Ger¬ 
many and was in contention for both overall 
victories but for two small mistakes that in¬ 
dicate the Frenchman is still somewhat rusty 
after his self-imposed hiatus. On the other 
hand his second race triumph at Gaildorf was 
nothing short of perfection from start to finish, 
that smooth, faultless and easy style coming 
to the fore letting him hit every line, every lap 
without hesitation or error. Even some of the 


photographers were grumbling that he was 
hard to ‘capture’ such was the fluidity. The 
interview went pretty well, after all Christophe 
is a character and very much his own man and 
has scratched the ceiling of the sport in dif¬ 
ferent continents. You can read it very soon in 
these pages. 

Gaildorf was of course, and always will be, Ken 
Roczen’s day and even though Tony Cairoli 
became only the second rider since Alessio 
Chiodi to win three back-to-back titles that 
Sunday in Germany, the outpouring of feeling 
for the teenager - on both sides of the fence - 
mean that this Grand Prix will be like Namur 
'06 for Everts, Ernee '06 for Pourcel and Fae- 
nza '08 for Philippaerts where the convergence 
of feeling and excitement from a ‘circuitful’ of 
partisans create a defining moment. I felt lucky 
to see it and arguably the best motocross 
video I have seen - near perfection in it story¬ 
telling, images, music and execution - can let 
you witness a little bit what I am talking about. 
Check out this link... 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXl OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

3 

Xavier Boog, FRA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Rui Goncalves, POR 

Honda 

5 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

596 

2 

Steven Frossard 

472 

3 

Clement Desalle 

461 

4 

Max Nagl 

439 

5 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

425 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

2 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 

3 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

4 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Yamaha 

5 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ken Roczen 

635 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

585 

3 

Tommy Searle 

526 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

458 

5 

Arnaud Tonus 

391 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia, Paula Mastrangelo & Tactilestudio Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
www.ribitsolutions.com Hosting 

PHOTO CREDITS 

www.yamahamotogp.com, Monster Energy Europe, Honda Pro Images, Milagro, 
www.suzuki-racing.com, Ducati Corse Press, KTM Images 

VIDEO CREDITS 

Monster Energy Europe, Rockstar Energy, American Motocross, Yamaha 

Cover shot: Tony Cairoli, three times a champion by Ray Archer 

This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 






